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Syllabus for Honors Español III

Course Description for Honors Spanish III (193)


Honors Spanish III is a continuation of elementary Spanish II.  This course helps each student attain proficiency in basic Spanish language skills within a minimum period of time and in a way that makes language learning a meaningful activity.  The language is presented within the context of the contemporary, Spanish-speaking world and its culture. The course is worth 1 credit, is weighted .6, and is considered an honors level course; as such, you will be expected to complete honors level work. 
Required Text and Materials

The book we will use for this course is Realidades III. The school will provide you with the text; you are expected to return it in the same condition it is issued.  The text will also be available in its entirety on the Web; students will be given the address and access code in class.

Although you will be given a folder to keep your notes and worksheets, I encourage you to buy a 1” binder to hold your materials. This will hold up better over the course of the year. You are also responsible for bringing a pencil with an eraser.  

As a responsible young adult, you are expected to bring your textbook and notebook to class every day. I will not tolerate people habitually “forgetting” books.  Part of your job as a student is to come to class prepared; you would certainly not show up for your job without something that is necessary for your job performance.  If you come to class unprepared more than 3 times per marking period, you will lose points from your homework grade.  Each instance in which you are unprepared beyond 3 (no book, notebook, and/or writing utensil), you will lose 5 points.
Expectations and Responsibilities
As your teacher, you should expect me to:

· create a positive and welcoming environment for students.

· provide and monitor activities integrating reading, writing, speaking, and listening that give valuable practice with language.

· provide a curriculum that is interesting, relevant, and purposeful.

· respect students’ individual strengths and weaknesses and allow students the chance to enhance strengths and reduce weaknesses.

· respect all of my students as people and treat them fairly.

As a student, I expect you to:

· behave in a manner that helps to create a positive environment, including asking and answering questions, working cooperatively with others, and remaining quiet while another person is speaking.

· absorb as much language as possible through reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

· respect others’ space and property (including mine).

· always try your best and do not be afraid to make mistakes.

· only turn in high quality work; I know that you are capable, and I expect nothing but the best from my students. 
Attendance & Make-up Work
Students are expected to attend all class meetings except when absent from school.  Students will also be excused from class for appointments, field trips, and sporting events.  All other absences for things such as music lessons or working on projects for clubs or organizations will be approved on a case-by-case basis.  If you know you will be missing class, you must OK it with me first (except for absence from school).  Do not expect your friends or another teacher to tell me where you are; you must see me personally or you will be considered unexcused from class.  If you know you will be out of school for an extended time (i.e. vacation, surgery, etc.), please inform me with as much advance notice as possible so that I can adequately prepare you for your time out of school. As such, if I have spent the time to prepare work for your time out of school, I expect the work to be completed promptly.  If you tell me on Friday you will be on vacation the following week, please do not expect me to have your work ready. 
Students who are absent from class are responsible for making up all work missed.  Assignments may be found on the class website or in the red composition notebook located in our classroom.  Any worksheets or note sheets will be placed in the red folder with your name on them.  Consult these areas first for your assignments; if you are unsure of what is required, please see me. The time frame for handing in make-up work is equal to the total number of days you missed, plus one.  For example, if you miss class for 3 consecutive days, you will have 4 days from the time you return to turn in work. Any work not made up within that time frame will be counted as a zero. If you are unsure of what you owe me, you should ask. I will remind you in class of work you need to make up, but I will not chase you down.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to complete all missed work. 


If you are absent the day before an exam and I am not teaching any new material on that day, you will be expected to take the exam as scheduled.  I always provide at least 5 days advance notice for exams; therefore, you have adequate time to prepare.  If you aren’t feeling well and think there is a chance you may miss school, take your book home with you or consult the online book to study.
Grading Policies

Grades are determined by dividing the total number of points possible by the amount of points you receive.  For example, if there are 850 total possible points during a marking period and you earn 803, your grade will be 803/850 or 94%.  


Points are earned through homework assignments, quizzes, tests, projects, and extra credit opportunities.  I do not use a weighted system; if I think a certain project should be worth more than a quiz, the total point value of the assignment will reflect that.  I do not grade on a curve - meaning that if all students earn A’s for the marking period that is the grade they will receive. I will not in any circumstance “distribute” grades so that there is an equal proportion of A’s, B’s, C’s, etc. 


Many of the projects will be graded by rubrics or checklists that you will receive ahead of time.  Extra copies will always be available on the class website. Each rubric or checklist will be discussed in detail at the time of the assigned project.  I do not always have the due date printed on the rubrics; it is your responsibility to write it down and abide by the deadline.

Throughout the course of the year, each student will be placing all of his/her work in his/her file that will serve to create a personal portfolio.  This is designed to show students how much progress they have made during a marking period or over the course of several marking periods and eventually the year.  This portfolio may be a factor in the student’s final year grade.  For a student who is borderline on any grade, I will look back at the portfolio to determine the progress made and accordingly adjust the grade.
Late Assignments


The term “late assignment” refers to any assignment that is handed in late that is not a result of absence from school or other approved circumstances. 


Homework: I normally check homework within the first 10 minutes of class.  I will not accept late homework under any circumstance.  Homework that is not on your desk or complete when I check it will be graded as a zero.  You may receive partial credit for homework that is incomplete.  Homework is not checked for accuracy but for completeness.  Please try to complete all assignments; you will not be penalized for incorrect answers. 


Projects:  I always provide you with advance notice on project due dates. Projects are expected to be complete at the beginning of the class period on the date that they are due.  If the project is not complete when class begins, it will be considered late.  For each day beyond the initial due date, you will receive a 10% deduction from your final grade, based on the project’s total point value.  For example, if a project is worth 50 points, you will lose 5 points per day (5 is 10% of 50) that it is late. 


Classwork:  Often, you will be working in class on assignments that are strictly done in class.  You will not be required to spend any time on these assignments outside of class. Therefore, if they are not handed in by the end of class on the due date, you will not be able to turn them in for any points. Exceptions may be granted based on a group having difficulty with an assignment (you must talk to me before the end of class!) or absence of group member(s).  Please speak with me if you feel you need extra time to complete any classwork assignment.  If you are absent on a day we do classwork, you are not required to complete the assignment although you may if you wish.  You would receive an “X” for a grade which means you are exempt from the assignment – it does not count against you or for you.
Lavatory/Water Fountain/Locker Policy

At the beginning of each marking period, each student will receive 1 locker pass, and 1 free homework coupon.  When a student decides to utilize the locker or homework pass, it must be forfeited to the teacher.  Students will be allowed to use the lavatory or water fountain as necessary; however, you should use the facilities at a time that does not disrupt the entire class.  Please do not raise your hand in the middle of a lesson to ask if you can use the restroom; there will always be time in class where you will be working individually or in a group that is a much better time for you to go.  You must take the bathroom pass with you; only one male and one female will be allowed at the bathroom at one time.  In the case of an emergency, please just get up and leave the room.  I trust you to use your judgment.

Any student who does not use his/her homework pass may submit it for extra credit (5 points – not 5%) at the end of the marking period. Homework passes may accumulate throughout the year. So, if you save all homework passes, you could have 20 extra credit points in the last marking period.  Homework passes may not be used in place of projects or classwork assignments.  Locker passes may not be redeemed for extra credit and expire at the end of the marking period.

Discipline Policy

All students are expected to abide by the rules set forth in the student handbook and maintain a high standard of conduct in my classroom. Any infraction will receive direct, proportional consequences.  For example, if a student is caught writing on a desk, he/she will be asked to clean all of the desks in the room.  Consequences are designed to correct the misbehavior, not to attack the student’s character.


At the first infraction, students will receive a warning; after the initial warning, I will ask the student to stay after class.  Upon the third infraction, I will notify a parent or guardian; if the misbehavior persists, the student will be referred to the principal.  In severe cases, I reserve the right to bypass this hierarchy in order to protect the safety of other students and/or myself.


At no times will cheating or plagiarism be tolerated.  Students who are caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a zero for that assignment and will be required to complete an alternative, comparable assignment. In this way, students are held accountable for completing all assigned tasks and will not be “let off the hook” if they are caught cheating or plagiarizing.  Students will also be referred to administration for appropriate disciplinary action. The use of online translators is a form of plagiarism and will be treated as such.  I will never ask you to use words that you have not learned, so you should not need additional aids. If you choose to incorporate new words, use a dictionary in the classroom and consult me to ensure you have chosen the proper word. 

Contact Information

During school hours, you are welcome to stop by my room (203) anytime to speak with me.  After school, you may just drop in to see me, but I may not be there past 3:15pm; if you set up an appointment with me, I will be happy to stay after school. 


If you have pressing concerns or questions, you are free to e-mail me at kltohill@bmsd.org or ktohill@gmail.com.  I will respond as promptly as possible. 

Dear Parent/Guardian:

  Please complete the form below and return to Miss Tohill no later than Tuesday, September 14, 2010.  Any student who fails to return this form within the allotted time frame will lose one point per day that it is late.  Thank you!

Dear Student:

  You also must complete the second half of the form below.  Do not forget to sign it before returning it to me.  Thank you!

Please detach here and return by September 14, 2010.

Parent/Guardian:


I, ___________________________, as parent/guardian of ______________________, have read his/her copy of the Spanish III syllabus.  I understand that the syllabus is also posted online so that I may view it at any time. (www.spanish-plaza.com/spanish3)

______________________________________ 

______________________

   Signature of parent/guardian



             Date

Student:


I, ___________________________, have received and read the syllabus for Spanish III. The syllabus has been fully explained, and all my questions have been answered. I understand that I should keep this copy in my binder and that if I lose it I can get another copy from Miss Tohill’s website.  (www.spanish-plaza.com/spanish3).  I will abide by the conditions set forth in the syllabus.

________________________________________ 

_______________________

    Signature of student




             Date
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